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Day 1: Saturday 16th June. London Heathrow to Manavgat, Turkey (via Istanbul 
Ataturk and Antalya) 

 
An early start to catch the 06.45 Turkish Airlines TK1988 flight to Istanbul Ataturk 
International arriving 12.40 local time (+2 hours) and a fast walk over to the Domestic 
Terminal only to find our 14.30 connecting flight to Antalya was delayed. With time to kill 
a spot near the smokerôs pavilion provided some views to tick Great Cormorant, Black 
Kite, Barn Swallow, Rock Dove / Feral Pigeon, Alpine Swift, Western Jackdaw, Hooded 
Crow, Common Starling and House Sparrow. Eventually departing at 18.50 on TK2416 
we arrived in Antalya city at 19.30, 3+ hours behind schedule. Fortunately without further 
delay we quickly met our guide and leader, Soner Bekir (Birdwatch Turkey) and driver, for 
the 1 hour drive to the Uygulami Oteli in Manavgat. No time for any nocturnal birding, just 
a quick supper and off to bed for a very early start. 

 
Day 2: Sunday 17th June. Manavgat to Oymapēnar Damlake to Manavgat river 
plain to Akseki and Cimi village in the western Taurus Mountains. 

 
Awake at 03.30 for the 04.15 drive to Oymapinar arriving 05.00. Down a steep series of 
steps (in the dark) to board one of the famous pleasure boats that ply the lake. Created 
in 1984 by damming the Manavgat river, the dam provides hydroelectric power to the 
region. Meeting up with a Naturetrek group already on board there was time for a quick 
coffee and with dawn breaking we were off for our first key target species of the trip. 

Yellow-legged Gulls were on the water as we approached one of the two known roost 
sites squeezing through steep canyon as the lake narrowed. A Blue Rock Thrush was 
singing but despite intense scanning no sign of our intended quarry ratcheted up the 
tension nicely. Back onto the main lake, cruising past an islet housing a Yellow-legged 
Gull colony and 35+ Cormorants. Western Rock Nuthatches called from the cliffs and a 
Common (Steppe) Buzzard soared overhead. Arriving at óSite Bô at 06.00, there was a 
collective sigh of relief as Soner quickly located an adult and juvenile (Turkish/Western) 
Brown Fish Owl sitting on the cliff ledges framed by flowering Oleander bushes. 

 
Rediscovered in Turkey, studies published in 2010 possibly indicate specific status for 
the isolated population of the semenowi race with a 2% genetic divergence from other 
Fish Owl subspecies. The owls were found at Oymapinar in 2011 from photographs 
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posted on social media and studies indicate the local population is stable/increasing. We 
greatly enjoyed watching the adult fly between perches and the youngster climbed 
clumsily along the ledges as the sun rose lighting the cliff-side. Attention was only slightly 
diverted as a Middle Spotted Woodpecker flew across and perched nearby. Only too 
soon it was time to return to our coach pausing only to savour a singing male Rüppell's 
Warbler plus Great Tits, (Eurasian) Jays (of the black-capped / white-faced anatoliae/ 
krynicki race) and a Large Wall Brown for the lepidopterists in the party. 

 
van den Berg, A.B., Bekir, S., de Knijff, P. & The Sound Approach (2010), Biology, 
vocalisations and taxonomy of fish owls in Turkey, Dutch Birding, 32(5): 287ï298, 2010. 
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On our return we stopped on the bridge below the main dam watching House and Crag Martins, 
Red-rumped Swallows plus Grey and White Wagtails on the river. A well-earned breakfast at the 
hotel then quickly packing bags for time in the hotel gardens with White-spectacled (Yellow- 
vented) Bulbuls, a White Stork, Cettiôs Warblers, Greenfinches and European Roller plus an 
Agama Lizard. We were oǟ only to discover one of the party had forgotten his wallet and 
passport. We had not gone far so only a minor delay delay and at 10.45 we were on a track 
through water-melon fields bordering the Manavgat river. Our targets of Rufous-tailed Scrub 
Robin (the greyish syriaca ssp) and Graceful Prinia (akyildizi ssp) were quickly found with a 
supporting cast including Crested Larks, Eastern Olivaceous Warblers, Goldfinches and 
Collared Doves. For those into odonata, the road-side ditches held vivid Violet Dropwings 
(Violet-marked Darter) plus Slender Skimmers and Black Pennants. 
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Onwards and upwards driving north through rain showers to Akseki and then up into the hills. At 
12.45 we reached our first stop in a forest of Turkish Pine finding a pair of very vocal Krüper's 
With its chestnut red breast patch, white supercillum, black forecrown and eye-strip, this 
attractive nuthatch is confined to Turkey and Georgia with an European toehold on the Greek 
island of Lesbos just oǟ the Turkish coast and was new for most of the group; I had been on 
Lesbos late April. The forest also ringed to the sound of Coal Tits (of the continental ater race), 
Blackbirds and Hoopoes. A Short-toed Snake Eagle was overhead and we heard our first 
Sombre Tits and chipping Eastern Bonelliôs Warblers. 
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Time for lunch and as the group chowed down, I wandered oǟ seeing a good selection of 
butterflies including Red Underwing, Essex and Levantine Skippers, Clouded and Bergerôs 
Clouded Yellows, Ilex Hairstreak, Long-tailed, Holly and Meleagerôs Blues, Aegean and Turkish 
Meadow Browns, Balkan Marbled White and Great Banded Grayling (see separate report).  

 
Onwards toward the village of Cimi adding in quick succession raucous Olive-tree Warblers, 
Masked Shrike, Black-headed Bunting, the local alpinus race of Long-tailed Tit and Syrian 
Woodpecker. As we drove higher up into the western Taurus Mountains, a Chukar with a covey 
of 16 youngsters on the sandy roadside brought the coach to a skidding halt. Cretzchmarôs 
Buntings and Linnets were singing nearby and Western Rock Nuthatch, Isabelline Wheatear, 
Black-eared Wheatear (of the Eastern melanoleuca race) and Eastern Orphean Warbler were 
all present on the sparsely vegetated hill-side and quickly added to the list. I paused to 
photograph a species of Praying Mantis as a mixed flock of Red-billed and Alpine Choughs 
wheeled high overhead and a Kestrel hovered nearby. Returning back to Cimi, Soner pointed out 
an Olive-tree Warblerôs nest and we watched (from a safe distance) as the parents took turns to 
incubate their clutch/brood. A Masked Shrike was also nesting nearby but it was time to get back 
in the coach and drive to our overnight stop in the Akseki Duruk Hotel. 

 

 
Day 3: Monday 18th June. Akseki and Emirasiklar to Seydisehir and Sugla Lake to 
Bozkir via steppe country to Karaman and then Eregli 

 
A 06.00 pre-breakfast outing added Laughing Dove in Akseki town and then a short drive to the 
cemetery and hills near Emirasiklar village for Hoopoe, Coal, Blue and Sombre Tits, Wood Lark, 
Green and Syrian Woodpeckers plus four Mistle Thrushes. We stood to one side as an old chap 
from the village shuǩed past on his morningôs constitutional and my respectful as-salamu 
'alaykum initiated a conversation that only Soner could understand. Past the village and Soner 
called in the undoubted star of the morning show, a confiding Kr¿perôs Nuthatch posing for the 
photographers. Were back at the hotel by 07.00 for a good breakfast and 50 minutes later we 
were packed and ready for the drive to Seydisehir in Konya province. 
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Syrian Woodpecker 

Kr¿perôs Nuthatch 
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At 09.00 we stopped en route to work the hills above the fertile plain with distant views of 
perched Black Kite and Long-legged Buzzard. Woodlark, Nightingale and Corn Bunting were all 
in song and we could even hear a distant Great Reed Warbler. A Black Stork drifted over as we 
walked up onto the rocky hillside looking for our primary quarry. After a tense 15 minutes or so 
we finally managed half-decent views of a male White-throated Robin. Soner had been in the 
area a few weeks previously and the males had been very obvious but now they were paired up 
and secretive. With patience with managed to see two males and two females with several 
carrying food. Eastern Orphean Warblers were in song and a light phase Booted Eagle soared 
overhead. I had some time to study the butterflies present, puzzling especially over the Meadow 
Browns, of which there are four species which all look essentially similar. 

 
 

 

By 10.00 we reached Seydisehir. In the town, White Storks had nests below which Spanish 
Sparrows went about their business while Common Swifts screeched overhead. We walked from 
the village toward the river but I was distracted (again) by the selection of butterflies, day- flying 
moths, dragonflies and damselflies. Back on the coach and we took the track alongside the 
river/canal towards Sugla Lake noting Common Kingfisher, Squacco, Purple and Grey Herons, 
Great Crested and Little Grebes, Coot, Pochard, Long-legged Buzzard and Marsh Harrier. The 
lake itself was large and looked promising but was disappointing. Sand Martin, Cormorant and 
Moorhen were added to the day list but the scarcity of hoped for wildfowl was a result of the 
extensive amount of hunting in the area. We had a schedule to keep and so it was back onto the 
coach and we rejoined the main highway heading toward the city of Bozkir. 
However it was only a couple of minutes later when Soner called óstopô as his sharp eyes picked 
out a sub-adult Lesser Spotted Eagle. 

 

At noon we stopped for lunch at a kebab restaurant attached to a service station outside Bozkir. 
While waiting for our order to be served, Red-backed Shrike and Tree Sparrow were added to 
the list and then back onto the coach heading toward the city of Karaman located in Central 
Anatolia, north of the Taurus Mountains. 
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Another stop this time in steppe country. Singing/displaying Bimaculated and Greater Short- 
toed Larks (possibly the eastern longipennis race but brachdactya/longipennis intergrades in 
this region) plus Ortolan Buntings were new for the trip plus Isabelle Wheatears and Alpine 
Swifts overhead although truth be told I was more interested in the several species of Grayling 
butterflies present and an interesting zygaena Burnet moth. 

 
At 15.10 we reached the small (and apparently deserted) village of Kuzco where we watched 
Little Owls and Starlings but there was no sign of the hoped for colony of Lesser Kestrels. Then a 
70km drive across the featureless high plain with only a brief comfort stop before reaching our 
hotel (the 4-star Cherry Garden) in Eregli at 18.00. I passed on a spot of local birding (I didnôt 
miss much) for a quick shower, to connect to wi-fi to call home before dinner and check up on 
the outcome of the England vs Tunisia game (we thrashed them 2-1 with an injury-time winner). 

 

Day 4: Tuesday 19th June. Eregli to Yahyali and eastern Aladaglar National Park. Yahyali 
to southern Sultan Marshes (Oraciftlik Koyu) then to Safak Pension (Cukurbag / Camardi) 

Another 05.30 start for breakfast and leaving at 06.30 for the 2.5 hour drive to Yahyali. A fuel 
stop gave us the opportunity to stretch legs and tick our first Calandra Larks plus Isabelline 
Wheatear, Black-headed Buntings, Greenfinches and inquisitive Sousliks (short-tailed ground 
squirrels). By 09.00 we had by-passed Yahyali and were parked under a blue sky in a pleasant 
valley in the eastern side of the famous Aladaglar National Park ready for our next adventure. 

Northern Wheatears and Ortolan Buntings were on the hill-side with White-throated Robins in 
the low bushes bordering the stream. It was Sonerôs sharp eyes that spotted our first Upcherôs 
Warbler - fantastic! A big grey óhippoô with a long straight bill, like Olive-tree Warbler, and bigger 
than an Eastern Oliôs. The upper mandible was dark the lower lighter. A rounded head and pale 
edges to the secondaries gave only a hint of a wing panel. The greater coverts had indistinct 
fringes and both the tail (with pale/white edges) and primaries were darker with a medium 
projection. We watched the bird collect food on the ground and low in the bushes with 
occasional tail swaying/fanning and wing spreading giving an occasional harsh zack and some 
strange alarm calls when we got too close. Another individual was nearby giving its rapid 
scratchy song with repeated phrases. There were probably two pairs nearby already feeding 
young and we took care not to disturb them. 



9  

 
 
 

It was diǣcult to pull myself away from watching the Upcherôs Warblers but a Long-legged 
Buzzard clutching a Souslik for breakfast in itsô talons was too good to miss as were the Ortolan 
Buntings, more White-throated Robins, a European Stonechat and, inevitably, more butterflies. 
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We continued to explore the hill-side and within minutes found our first Finschôs Wheatear - a 
fine adult male with silvery-white crowned head, black face, throat and upper breast joined with 
black wings. This Middle Eastern wheatearôs breeding range is restricted to Turkey, Syria and 
Lebanon (ssp. finschii) and Pakistan (ssp. barnesi). As the bird flew between perches on the 
rocks, we could clearly see the diagnostic feature of a contiguous white cap, nape, mantle, rump 
and tail with broad black band. Although we stayed with the bird a good while, there was no sign 
of a female so it was either unpaired or the hen was sitting tight on itsô nest. Alpine and Red-
billed Choughs played overhead and our first (and only) Eurasian (Common) Skylark was singing 
nearby. We would happily have stayed longer but with a schedule to keep it was back on the 
coach. 

 

 
Next stop was on a higher plateau dominated by ankle-high pillowed vegetation, bisected by the 
straight road and surrounded by distant higher peaks. At 10.30 we parked near long spring-fed 
concrete runnels for watering the local sheep and goats with an adjacent grove of young trees 
sign-posted Kursiyen Yaylasi. We waited awhile hoping for our intended targets to come to water 
but my attention was drawn to a three penicillata Horned Larks collecting food nearby and 
Northern Wheatears. Intent on trying to photograph the larks, I only just caught a shout from 
Mark as a party of six (Asian) Crimson-winged Finches landed and fed briefly by the road-side 
before flying oǟ; very frustrating. An Egyptian Vulture soaring overhead was some compensation 
as were a pair of Red-fronted Serins self-found on a nearby rocky outcrop. 

Time to move on again down the long road and at 11.30 we stopped at a salt-lick which Soner 
said could be good for birds - and so it was. The first bird spotted was a (presumed) adult female 
(Asian) Crimson-winged Finch which posed for her portrait. An adult male would have been 
ideal but I wasnôt complaining as Crimson-winged Finch are a bit of a personal bogey-bird having 
dipped on the African race or species (depending upon which authority you follow - Iôm a 
ósplitterô) on a previous trip to Morocco. Several Rock Sparrows plus Greenfinches and Linnets 
were also nearby but I missed the Common (Rufous-tailed) Rock Thrush found by the rest of the 
group as I had stayed with the finch. 


